STUDY HIRAGANA WITH REAL VOCABULARY
START PRACTISING FROM DAY ONE

LEARN FASTER
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Hiragana Study Guide: Introduction

Learning hiragana is the first step on the road to mastering Japanese, but how should you learn
Hiragana?

How should | learn hiragana?

When learning hiragana some people use visual imagery, while others use rote learning. Both can
be of use, but the key to fluency in hiragana is practice. That means reading and writing hiragana
every day.

The problem

There are two problems commonly encountered when learning hiragana.

First, writing the hiragana chart out repeatedly can lead to strong contextual memories, meaning
that you can only recall the characters when going through the chart in order.

Second, spending too much time on hiragana can actually slow your progress to hiragana
proficiency. As you do not get good practice to reinforce what you have learnt.

The Solution

A good solution to both problems is to study vocabulary using hiragana from the beginning. This is
where this resource comes in. This resource will go through the entire hiragana syllabary while
reinforcing new knowledge by learning real vocabulary.

Almost all the vocabulary chosen is from the top 800 most common Japanese words, as listed in A
Frequency Dictionary of Japanese by Routledge. Any deviation form this is marked with a star *.
This way you can learn hiragana, while also developing a vocabulary foundation.

This Resource’s Construction
® New characters are introduced with vocabulary that only need the characters learnt so far.
® You can check the stroke order using the table on p.15.

® You can find practice sentences on p.14.

Good luck on your journey to hiragana proficiency and beyond.
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Lesson 1

%) L P, Z )
a i u e o)
1, i .
HEW» AR aoi blue*
2. - Y i
Z fie e picture
3. N ,
W Z e ie house
4. )
Brun %\ 00i many
5. .

2 A - ue up
hHy = < [+ =
ka Ki ku ke ko

6. .
Vi) EH kao face
7. - =3 1
Z Z = koe voice
8. )
E3 ¥N Ki tree
9. . .
BEZw NS ookii big
10.
Z & BR eki station

To lengthen vowel sounds you usually add another of the same vowel. For example x is e while Z Z is a long

sound, ‘@’.
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Lesson 2

The next five characters are not totally new. Two lines called tenten have been added to the parent
characters. This changes unvoiced sounds into voiced sounds. In this case ‘k’ to ‘g’. This can be

done with a number of the consonant sounds, as you will see.

S % ¢ 1+ -
ga gi gu ge go
11. N e . .
AT HEE eigo English (language)
12.
ZARY/R HASTH] eiga film
13. .
1 F =3 kage shadow
14. .
NS i kagi key*
15.
< RE kagu furniture*
sa shi su se SO
16. .
W0 FE sugoi amazing
17. ]
W LTS sekai world
18. . :
3L L sukoshi little / few
19. . =1 :
I B saigo last
20.
zZ H soko there

littlenetsuke.com Page 4 of 17




Lesson 3

za Ji ZU ze ZO n
21.
»L IS aji taste
22. . .. .
% < K kazoku family
23. . .
LEA EE/S shizen nature
24. . . . .
AT W B genzai present time / now
25. . . .
El zu drawing / diagram
1= 5 D T &
ta chi tsu te to
26.
T F te hand
27.
{H | kuchi mouth
28. . .
275 7 katachi shape / form
29. . ,
LIt e shigoto work
30.
(D 4 kutsu shoes
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Lesson 4

1= 5 ®) @ E 1
da Ji ZU de do wa
31, o . . —
72 A3 N daigaku university
32. JE,
TAb P A denwa telephone
33. .
e AT doko where?
34. . . :
A KE daiji important
35. . .
T2 F1ED tezukuri handmade
36.
bz L A watashi |/ me
A 12 ¥ 13 )
na ni nu ne no
37.
VAN =) natsu summer
38.
e kuni country
39.
742 & kane money
40.
Y’ AN inu dog
41. e . .
72D L & L A tanoshimi pleasure / enjoyment
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Lesson 5

(X (03 A N (X
ha hi fu he ho
42.
I3 7 (2 hana flower
43.
[0 A hito person
44, . .
SHA S fuan anxiety / concern
45, .
~A )] hen area / region
46.
EYS, H A nihon Japan
s 6 A ~ E:
ba bi bu be bo
47. e
A = =g kotoba word / language
48. s ,
U XA H4r jibun oneself
49. . .
1% < (ES boku | (male)
50. . .
ERaNE 2T subete everything / all
51. . -
wEve N hitobito people
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Lesson 6

A small D can be added in a word to add a pause in the pronunciation. The pause comes before
the consonant following the small . To represent this stop in romaji an apostrophe will be added
where the stop occurs. For example & - T is ki'te, while & T is kite.

o) o ~O0 o O
(X (6) St ~ S D
pa pi pu pe po |
52. . .
o IFA HA ni’pon Japan
53. . N . . .
LA TN shinpai anxiety / worry
54, T .
A E SCEE kanpeki perfect*
55. . . . .
ERSIES UIFF ki’pu ticket*
56. N . - . .
A A UD FiAE 3 enpitsu pencil*
57.
H ol mo’to more
x H i V) %
ma mi mu me mo
58.
EQ> HT machi town
59. .
AT 7K mizu water
60.
»Ho i ame rain
61.
[AR o) U5 musume daughter
62.
Z Tt kodomo child
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Lesson 7

5 7, %) n A
ra ri ru re ro
0. 2577 (G karada body
64. . .
EX ol JE Y mawari surroundings
6. (%% HL kuruma car
66. , :
e 1tz kare he / boyfriend
67. _
LA Ft tokoro place

Sound with & or 9 can be made into long vowels by adding . For example % is ‘so’, while % 9 is ‘so0’. In

romaiji it will be written as ‘sou’, just remember it is one long sound not two.

P P & $3/3 3
ya yu yo ou/uu
68.
% i yama mountain
69. .
& = yume dream
70. N N : .
02 X9 W hitsuyou necessity
71. . .
25T 9 S35 ga’kou school
72. . . ,
Dwp S HH riyuu reason (for something)
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Lesson 8

Characters ending ‘i’ can be followed by a small 4>, P or &. This means the ‘i’ is not pronounced.
A number of these forms are rare so have been marked by [ ] and have no vocabulary item example.

TP

=

= &

e

=4

=&

kya kyu kyo gya gyu gyo
73. .
E2E Y % kyaku customer
74.
E ) 4H kyou today
75. . " ;
E Y W gyaku reverse / opposite
76. N
JAZ®w 9 e kenkyuu study / research
7. . ;
Tw HicK 4l gyuuniku beef*
78. . . . .
ER=-A (e'3 kigyou business / company
L+ L L & L+ Cw L &
sha shu sho ja ju jo
79. . ..
Lx<lL B shokuiji meal
80. . _ . ,
LTAL=® LR jitensha bicycle
81. . N ..
Lw A FA shujin husband
82. . .
L% ja well, so, then
83. . .. s :
Lw& x> & jugyou lesson*
84. . ; : .y
DL Xk it kanojo she / girlfriend
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Lesson 9

CRS 5 Le | [Be] | [Be] | [ &]
cha chu cho [ja] [ju] [jo]
85. N .
HwH IK H ] chuugoku China
86. Hrotl —~F cho’to a little / a bit
87. bLehl chanto exactly
[[Te] | 2w | [2&
[nya] nyu nyo
88. N . - .
XwHicw D 4L gyuunyuu (cow’s) milk*
89. [ R ER) L9 nyoubou wife*
(03 U U & e | [Uw] | Uk
hya hyu hyo bya [byu] byo
90. . = :
Oxo» A hyouka evaluation
oL O# < =] hyaku 100*
92. . N .
AR ZA =HH sanbyakuen 300 yen*
9. txrHz T byouki illness
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Lesson 10

Ge | [Uw] | V&
pya | [pyu] | pyo
94. . S
EESRONI F7R ha’pyou announcement*
95. o
SRR J\H ha’pyaku 800*
A | [Hw]| H&
mya | [myu] myo
96. . .
EXZ P, LY kimyou strange / odd*
97. .
SAH 2L SAH 2L sanmyaku mountain range*
Do | YU | Y&
rya ryu ryo
98. i .
HAD 2L B gt senryaku strategy / tactics*
99. . N ,
D w9 B < B ryuugaku studying abroad*
100. HhxHH L ryouri cooking / meal
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Lesson 11: Final Points

&

o/ wo

This last outstand hiragana is not used within words, but it is a very common particle. It is used to
mark the object of the sentence.

AV & B b, eiga o miru. | will watch a film.

(& ~

wa e

Both of these hiragana characters have a second pronunciation.

Usually [& is pronounced ‘ha’, but when it is used as a particle its pronunciation is ‘wa’. As a
particle it marks the topic or subject of a sentence.

i i 1xA T, kore wa hon desu. This is a book.

Usually -~ is pronounced as ‘he’, but when it is used as a particle its pronunciation is ‘e’. As a
particle it marks the direction in which something travels.

EHFLY N~ WVWEET toukyou e ikimasu. | will go to Tokyo.

Long Vowels

The vowel sounds a, i, u, e and o can be doubled to make long vowels. For &, LY, 5 and £
column characters add another &, LY, 5 or 2. To & add an extra 5 (or sometimes ).

This brings this guide to an end. Well done for making it this far. You now know hiragana and 100
of the most common words in Japanese.
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Reading Practice

Don’t worry about trying to understand these sentences. Just use them to practice the characters
learnt so far. You can come back to earlier sentences as you learn more characters.

ESHEDIG BE T El

Lesson1 |[®@ IR D z % #T,
e MNhEtd & DKA MO SZ [T BLI.
e HHL A< FE FTTLFET,
Lesson2 |® X UL\A A LI E TI,
e ZrhA EHAWYLIS % Lt
® BHEh T o HNIF I L % AL
Lesson3 |[®@ Mt % VDLWTWLW5d DT HL M bHhsil,
@ LTE T &5F&D I WEFEL
e DL & A Hh D I[FASTKH O HLTA 1=
Lesson4 (@ TOKY D LLS5VA O RfZA A fhiy,
e 596> LW & BhHh LT &Ly,
® (L A Hozb TADHL & HMIFT I,
Lesson5 |® [ZIFA 2 WLETLY,
& HWIKHE Z&IE T H2HLY LAEL,
e [I7x Hb [T [T &5
Lesson6 (@ 1oL ULhA H UVD2K5 15,
e HH M SA-oT Wb,
o hALwS H HMARZIZ F5,
Lesson7 |[®@ & % IFELT #5 & W o1 & HN bhhot
e A5LA M KBF [T Uhihif,
e NDL&L A ZHL YRS A bbhil,
Lesson8 |® [ D [FAZwS N T 1,
e LTALY® % LwoY LT W5,
o FLnEFLS 2 LwS5L&C L
Lesson9 |(® L\DH B> [T WLWEEL T,
® "o5be [T FwdITwd & LT <FEEL.
e <FY A HMh O U&5F % LBl
Lesson10 (@ Z AWM % [E-oU&5 Ll
°
°

UedSY % 3550 % TO2E-T &K,
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Stroke Order Table

The numbers show the stroke order and are placed at the start of a stroke. The white arrows show the direction of the stroke and are placed at
the end of a stroke.

1 —_—

A

2

H

o

iSh

7

9

%

=

S 2

Fe—-
M‘ -

e

w oo
) C

U

N AN

S

Rt N

W &
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ya

ma

mi

yu

mu

me

N N S|

yo

mo

rya

ryu

ryo

ES ta X »
A chi L W
i tsu £l p
o) te e Z
b to -3 ¥
0 oxex
D % nya EX
D w nyu R
D x nyo % x
I
g ba g d X 23
bi C ES
bu El
be & 7
bo z Z

bya ERY
byu X
byo X
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